
Plants especially good for Honeybees, Bumblebees, and other Pollinators.

Bees and pollinators need nectar and pollen from flowers. Nectar is converted to honey for food for the bees and pollen is the protein used to feed the larvae. Not all flowers produce both and some produce none (mainly double flowers and blousy overly bred annuals), so the list below is intended to help you include some of the best plants for bees in your garden.

Try to plant more older varieties of plants that have not been too highly bred, and also pick a selection of plants that will give flower throughout the season, from early spring to late summer/autumn

Bumblebees have longer tongues than Honeybees and are able to access nectar/pollen from flowers that the honeybee cannot. Where I have put ‘bumble’ next to a listed plant that indicates it isn’t suitable for honeybees.

Also be aware that bees see flowers very differently from us and are more guided by ultra violet light, so those flowers with petals that in UV light guide the bees to the important parts will be more attractive to bees.



TREES

Acer pseudoplatanus (Sycamore)



Aesculus carnea (Horse chestnut)

Alnus glutinosa (Alder)




Betula alba (Silver Birch)

Corylus avellana (Hazel)




Crataegus monogyna (Hawthorn)

Fagus syvatica (Beech)




Fraxinus excelsior (Ash)

Ilex aquifolium (Holly)




Laburnum BUMBLE

Malus (Apple/CrabApple)




Prunus (Cherry/Plum/Laurel)




Salix (Willow)





Sorbus (Rowan)






Tilia (Lime)





Pyrus (Pear)

SHRUBS

Amelanchier Canadensis (Snowy mespilus)

             Arbutus (Strawberry tree)

Aronia  (Chokeberry)




Berberis (Barberry)

Buddleja (Butterfly bush)




Buxus (Box)

Calluna and Erica (Heather)



Caryopteris (Blue Spiraea)

Cotoneaster (all varieties)




Cytisus (Broom)





Escallonia 





Fuchsia


Hydrangea





Lavatera

Hypericum (St Johns Wort)



Hedera (Ivy)





Lavandula (Lavender)



              Lonicera (Honeysuckle) BUMBLE 

Pyracantha (Firethorn)




Rosa rugosa and Rosa canina




Ribes (Flowering currant)




Sambucus (Elder)



              Skimmia japonica




Symphoricarpus (Snowberry, very invasive!)

Syringa (Lilac)





Ulex (Gorse)






Viburnum





Wisteria BUMBLE

Most fruit trees/bushes, but especially:

Apple






Blackberry

Raspberry





Plum 

Currants






Cherry

HERBS

Mint

Chamomile

Chives/onions


Borage


Hyssop

Thyme

Oregano


Marjoram


Rosemary

Sage

Globe Artichoke
Lemon Balm

Avoid planting feverfew, it contains pyrethrum, a natural insecticide, and bees will avoid it along with surrounding flowers like the plague

It is now recognised that the medicinal properties of herbs are passed into the honey produced.

Anecdotely it is also said that people who suffer with Hayfever benefit from eating LOCALLY produced honey, which can help build an immunity to local pollen. Not scientifically proven 

HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS

Alliums






Aconitum (Monkshood)  BUMBLE

Ajuga (Bugle) BUMBLE




Alcea (Hollyhock) BUMBLE 

Anchusa






Aquilegia BUMBLE





Aster






Campanula





Calamintha

Centaurea





Cirsium

Crocus 






Cynara (cardoon)

Carlina acaulis





Delphinium BUMBLE

Digitalis (Foxglove) BUMBLE



Echinacea






Eryngium (Sea holly)




Echinops (Globe Thistle)




Erysimum (Perennial wallflower)



Eupatorium (Joe-pye weed)




Galanthus (Snowdrop)




Gaillardia






Geranium especially phaeum)             


Helianthus (perennial sunlower)

Helenium





Helianthemum (Rock rose) 



Helleborus 





Lamium (Dead nettle) BUMBLE



Lathyrus latifolius (perennial pea)



Lupin 






Lythrum (purple loosestrife)





Monarda (Bergamot/bee balm)



Nepeta (catmint, ok if you like cats!)


Onopordum (Scotch Thistle)



Papaver (Poppy) BUMBLE




Penstemon BUMBLE                                                                 Persicaria amplexifolia 

                        Polemonium (Jacobs Ladder)



Stachys

Pulmonaria (Lungwort) BUMBLE


              Primula
(Primrose)





Salvia (Ornamental Sage)




Scabiosa

Sedum spectabile





Solidago (Golden rod)

Thymus serphyllum (creeping Thyme)


Verbascum

Veronica

WILDFLOWERS,WEEDS AND ANNUALS

Forget me not





Self heal

Kidney vetch BUMBLE




Bird's foot trefoil

Toadflax





Willowherb 

Bluebell






Campion BUMBLE

Comfrey BUMBLE




Clover white

Clover red BUMBLE




Meadowsweet


Woodruff





Poached egg plant

Phacelia






Blue Alkanet

Wild Garlic





Dandelion


